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be a just tribute for his distinguished services. I
conceive that I am folly borne out by facts, when I
aver, that honors have not lately been conferred in
a manner agreeable to the public voice or the public
wishes. 1 need only allude to the instance of a
noble Lord (Howe) who, by his gallant and able
conduct, had formed the strongest claims upon the
gratitude and justice of his country. A blue ri-
band was then vacant. It was pointed out for the
noble Lord by public expectation and public ru-
mour. The noble Lord could certainly feel no
desire for such a distinction from any motive of
personal vanity : but it was natural he should wish
for the dignity of the service to which he be-
longed, that it should experience the most distin-
guished marks of the royal approbation. B at instead
of the blue riband being given to the gallant and
venerable Admiral, he was offered a paltry bauble,
which he properly rejected, while this signal ho-
nor, which ought only to be accorded to the highest
merit, was jirked on the shoulders of a person, for
what claims of public service, I confess, I not know,
and I am disposed to think that the country most be
equally at a loss to discover.

Mr. Keene, in compliance with the wish of a great mqjwih/ in
the house., withdrew his motion. Air. Dundass was earned
wem. con,
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Mr. SHERIDAN beo^ed leave to oiler a few ob-

o o

servations upon the reports of the Committe of Se-

cresy, as they were materially connected with the
business of the day, and afterwards suggest such a
proposition as the nature of t^e circumstances
seemed to require. The first measure which he
thought necessary to adopt was, to endeavour to pre-
vent the impression which the report of the Com-
mittee of Secresy might have upon the public opi-